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made common cause with the rebels, and that was the end of
the first of Magellan's labour troubles.

His relations with the natives were on the whole more amic-
able than those with his own sailors. These hardy sons of nature
did not seem to share the Spaniards' dislike of the cold, for they
went about practically naked, even in the worst blizzards. They
were men of large stature, with enormous feet Hence their
name of the Patagoncs, or Big-fcctcrs, which the people of
Patagonia have borne until this day.

On August 24 Magellan finally left his safe harbour and con-
tinued his trip southward. And, behold! after several weeks the
coast on his right at last began to recede, and a wide opening
showed itself A fierce current ran through it, and the waters
were subject to a great difference in tides. Otherwise they were
perfectly safe, and Magellan felt certain that there at last must
be the entrance into the sea that separated the East from the
West Indies.

Magellan delightedly imparted this good piece of news to his
sailors, but these quite reasonably answered that as long as the
road to the South Sea had now been found, why not call it a
day, return to Spain, and tell the folks at home about their
wonderful discovery?

Magellan settled the argument by promising to hang all those
who should ever again speak to him about turning back, which
threat was effective except with one of his captains. This was
the commander of the San Antonio, who conveniently used an
opportunity to' lose himself' while exploring a distant part of
the coast As soon as he was out of sight of the main squadron
he hastened northward with such speed that he was back in
Spain within three months. Needless to say, his sailors did not
fail to depict their admiral as an ogre of cruelty, who, instead
of obeying his instructions to proceed directly to the Moluccas,
had wasted most of his time doing nothing in particular along
me coast of Brazil.

This, however, was hardly true, for just then Magellan was